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On the Historical Evolution of Taoism Magic Religion and Lushan Sect
Li Lihe' Li Yuanguo’

(1. Sichuan Media University Chengdu 611745; 2. Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences Chengdu 610072 China)
Abstract ‘Fa Jiao” in many documents of the Warring States Period meant to educate the people and manage the
society by law not religion. As a special noun “Magic Religion” was used to refer to Taoism and Buddhism during
the Han and Tang Dynasties. In history Zhengyi Taoism and Quanzhen Taoism once called themselves “Magic
Religion.” During the Tang and Song Dynasties the emerging Taoism Beidi Sect Tianxin Sect Shenxiao Sect
Qingwei Sect and Jingming Sect were directly called “Magic Religion.” During the Ming and Qing dynasties “Magic
Religion” was adopted by many folk religions such as Lushan Sect Sannai Sect Pu’an Sect Meishan Sect and
Yuanhuang Sect and showed some new characteristics. These folk religious organizations that call themselves “Magic
Religion ” their masters are mostly proficient in talisman and charm and pacing the mainstay and the dipper and
they establish their own ancestors widely set ceremonial altars impart the “fa” and teach disciples and prove their
inheritance through “magic.” The ancestors of all dynasties are named by “magic.” They claim to have supernatural
powers and can exorcise evil spirits but lack the inheritance of classical teachings and have the characteristics of
self-creation and self-reliance of folk religions so they can be classified as “Magic Religion.” Lushan Sect appeared in
the Song Dynasty and has become the largest legal religion in southern Fujian and widely spread in southern China.
Keywords “Magic Religion”; Zhengyi Taoism; Quanzhen Taoism; Shenxiao Sect; Qingwei Sect; Lushan Sect;

named by “Magic”; attaching importance to Taoist Magic
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