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“Imperialist Saleswomen” and “Fashionable Traitors”?
——The Media Representation of the Republican “Modern Girl”
in Nationalist Discourse

Tan Li

[Abstract] In the 1920s, Western culture entered China, With the strong rise of market and cap-
ital, China’s modernity gradually evolved from early imagination of nation— state into the imagination
towards urban culture and modern life. The female image of “Modern Girl” imprinted with modernity
came into being. “Modern Girl” led an urban fashion which successfully swept the entire society
through mass media in the turbulent era of China, constructing the consumerist ideology of “Modern
Times” while projecting an imagination towards modern female and modern life. However, as the na-
tional crisis intensified, the “Modern Girl” and the consumer culture they constructed were rounded up
by the government and public opinion, and the “Modern Girl” were labeled as “Imperialist Saleswom-
en” and “Fashionable Traitors”. The government and public opinion tried to impose a layer of national-
ism on the fashion concept and consuming behavior of urban women, but the “Modern Girl” launched a
severe counterattack and challenge to the regulation with their rebuke and behavior of fashion consump-
tion, and the trade figures of foreign goods into the country increased rather than declined.

[Keywords] “Modern Girl”, Modernity, The Domestic Products Movement, Nationalism, Foreign

Goods Saleswomen



